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Project linkage to national priorities, action plans, and programs: 
 

The project responds to the 4 (Brazil, India, Jordan, Kenya) countries’ national 
environmental priorities  (The letters of endorsement of Brazil and India are still 

missing).This project will provide information on those trends and, more 
importantly, provide a tool for additional and continued monitoring of variations  
of the Carbon stored into the soil, related to climate change, soil management 

and use, loss of biodiversity.  
 
This project  is aimed to  improve national assessment methodologies relating to 

land use options and UNFCCC requirements, and to support core activities of the 
GEF Ecosystem Management Operational Programme by developing and 

demonstrating generic tools which quantify the impact of land management and 
climate scenarios on carbon sequestration in soils. 
  

 
  The project responds to an international need of data regarding the estimates of 

carbon stored in the soil as envisaged  by IPCC and   by the  countries who have 
signed to the UNCCD.   It   also identifies   the need of research  on Carbon  
sequestration amount in different soils and climate conditions envisaged  by the 

Bologna “STAP Workshop”, June 1999, on Land Degradation Interlinkages.   
 
 

The institutions involved in the project have the appropriate qualifications and 
knowledge of the problems and of the countries where the research has to be 

conducted. 
 
The project will   provide information on the relationship   between   the  land use 

(and the land use change) and the Carbon stocks in the soil.   
  

 The    scientific methodology  is correct and the results    will help the  analysis of  the land 
use change particularly for their consequences for   modelling the estimates of the Carbon 
stored in the soil, under different conditions than those of the research sites. The use of 
GIS will help the synthesis and the mapping of the results. 
The steps  proposed in the   research are well envisaged and will allow to achieve the 
target..  
    
 

Suggestions. 
  

1. Capacity building is an important element of each GEF  project. This project 
does not make a specific mention of building capacity of local communities.    
Developing country scientists working with this project could be fruitfully linked in 



some appropriate fashion to the project under review. It may be worthwhile 

considering bringing in  some developing country scientists. 
 

2. There may be   opportunities of fostering   collaboration with other GEF  projects, 
such as LUCID (Land Use Change Analysis as an Approach for Investigating 
Biodiversity Loss and Land Degradation) this for taking into account the   land use 

change modelling developed in that project and the mapping produced. 
 

3. Since in the description of the project and particularly in the methodology, is 

mentioned the relationship between the Organic Carbon stored in the soil and the 
land management and/or use, I would suggest to enhance this important issue in 

the paragraphs of the “ issues  of scientific and technical merit”. Please add that 
this research project relates to carbon Sequestration (OP 12) not only in the 
biodiversity and climate change focal areas but also in the Land Degradation 

cross-cutting areas. 
 

 
4. A description of the chemical analysis of the other than Carbon elements 

would be important. 

 
5. In the research objectives  the soils of the 4 countries are described as 

“tropical”. I would prefer a more detailed description of the soils of the 4 

countries. 
 

 
 
Conclusion. 

On the basis of the description of the targeted research and on the suggestions above, 
I express my positive opinion on the project. 

  
 
  

 
 
   
  
 

 
  
  

  
 


